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Certification programmes

1. Europarc Federation: European Charter for Sustainable 
Tourism in Protected Areas

2. Association of German Nature Parks (VDN): Quality 
Initiative

3. National Natural Landscapes: Partner programmes
(Cooperation with private sector)

4. DB/BUND/VCD/NABU: Fahrtziel Natur – Destination 
Nature (sustainable mobility in PAs)
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https://www.europarc.org/library/europarc-events-and-programmes/european-charter-for-sustainable-tourism/

 Reaction to
“Loving them to
Death“ (1993)

 Charter establ. 
in 1995

 First certified
parks in 2001

 92 PAs/desti-
nations in 15 
countries

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
- On the European level UNESCO Biosphere Reserves were the pioneers for the participatory development of sustainable tourism at the destination level. The implementation of the "European Charter for Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas" in this regard has been an instrument which allows identifying a lot of best practice examples.The aim of all Charter projects and activities is the protection of the natural and cultural heritage and the continuous improvement of tourism in the Protected Area in terms of the environment, local population and businesses as well as visitors. 
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Fields of action:
1. Management & organisation
2. Nature & landscape conservation
3. Recreation & sustainable tourism
4. Environmental education & ESD (BNE)
5. Sustainable regional development

Procedure
 Set of 92 questions, 500 points max.
 min. 60% compliance; continuous improvement required
 On-site assessment by trained“quality scouts“

Nature Parks Quality Initiative

So far, 82 out 104 
nature parks have

been certified.

Source: VDN 2020
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1. Is the nature park prominently visible in local tourism marketing?

2. Which tourist informations provide information about the nature park?

3. Which nature-based activities or experiences do you or your partners
offer to tourists? 

4. Is there a concept for barrier-free access to (parts of) the park?

5. Which nature-based sports or OR activities are being offered?

6. Which particular projects in OR or sustainbale tourism have you carried
out recently (possibly in cooperation with partners)? 

7. Which partners do you regularyl cooperate with in tourism/OR?

Tourism criteria

Source: VDN 2020
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 Applies to any company within the nature park (or with branches)

 Prominently informs customers about the nature park

 Environmental management (preferably certified)

 Hotel: offers nature-based tourism activities

 Gastronomy: sustainable (local, organic) food

 Outdoor tour company: ensures environmental compatibility

 Voluntary engagement for landscape conservation, sustainable regional 
development, etc. 

 Active network member

Partner programme

Source: VDN 2019
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Nationale Naturlandschaften | Andrea Hoffmann | Vilm, 18.11.2011

Partners of National Natural Landscapes



Prof. Dr. W. Strasdas  – Sustainable Tourism in PAs  – “Nature-based Tourism & PA Management“ module – May 23, 2023  Page 19

 Public relations for the (national) park idea and nature 
conservation through the partners

 Increasing the acceptance and better protection of the 
(national) park

 Expansion and strengthening of the cooperation between nature 
conservation and local (tourism) businesses

 Positive effects (especially demand effects) for the partner 
companies and the local area (economic multiplier effects)

 Quality assurance and a seal of approval for tourism that is 
compatible with the (national) park     

Objectives of the NNL Partner programme
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1. Identification with
conservation goals

2. Sustainable/environmen-
tal management (incl. 
mobility, local supplies)

3. Quality services & guest
communication

Minimum criteria for NNL partners
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 Interested companies / companies submit applications to the national park

 The fulfillment of the criteria is checked using a questionnaire

 National Park administration gives a vote, which serves as a 
recommendation for the awarding council

 Awarding Council invites applicants to a personal introduction so that they 
can present their company and its motivation

 Awarding Council takes decision

 If the decision is positive, the national park and the partner company 
conclude an agreement (e.g. to use the logo, etc.)

Certification process
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Achievements

 National minimum standard + local
standards

 over 1,400 partners, mostly directly or
indirectly from the tourism sector –
accommodation, gastronomy, local
nature tours, local transport, local
products (food, crafts) – in 30 local
partner initiatives

 but: Criteria and verification are
rather lax

Nationale Naturlandschaften | Andrea Hoffmann
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Destination Nature: Sustainable mobility

24 German PAs + CH, ATEstablished in 2001 FZN Award since 2009
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Destination Nature: Sustainable mobility criteria

Overall goal: Modal shift from automobile to public transport

 Regional cooperation of transport providers

 Free guest cards for public transport

 Intermodal connections (train + bus, 
train + bicycle)

 High frequencies on weekends, holidays

 Flexible services (on demand)

 Special busses for OR: hiking, skiing

 Attractive train stations, bus stops

 Guest communication & incentives
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Group work task

One of the overall goals of the four sustainable tourism management
approaches in PAs is to promote best practice.  

Your task is to identify and describe a best practice example among the
initiatives presented before. You may use any of their criteria to define
what would constitute best practice. It may relate to sustainable mobility, 
a partner company committed to conservation, a particularly interesting
OR offer or an innovative cooperation model.

Form a small group of 2 or 3 persons. You have about 2.5 hours for your
research. Prepare a short, informal presentation of about 5 min. and be
back by 14:15 at the latest.
https://www.europarc.org/sustainable-tourism/network-sustainable-destinations/

https://www.europarc.org/sustainable-tourism/network-sustainable-destinations/
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