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Pairwise discussions: Your take on SGDs?
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A bit of history: Who was behind the idea?

1992 → Earth Summit: Agenda 21
2000 → UN Millennium Declaration (8 MDGs)

2011 → Colombia initiates the idea of having SDGs
- Process led by Paula Caballero
- From MDGs to SDGs

2012 → Rio+20 Conference
X   Green Economy 
✓ Process to develop SDGs is launched (The future we want)
✓ UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development

2013 → Open Working Group to develop a proposal on the SDGs.

2015 → UN Sustainable Development Summit: 
- 2030 Agenda for SD with 17 SDGs

“…why don’t we propose the real agenda, 
the big agenda with all the stuff that has to 
be done for everybody? In that first meeting, 
we tentatively called them global 
environment objectives. But after I proposed 
the idea to Patti, we thought it better to 
change them to Sustainable Development 
goals.“ (Paula Caballero)
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https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2016-06-14-the-sdgs-wedding-cake.html

The SDGs wedding cake by the
Stockholm Resilience Centre in 
2016 

The model of strong sustainability
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Trade-off and co-benefits

?
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Sustainable Development Goals Progress Chart 2022
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„The SDGs are in peril. The world has entered an age 
of polycrisis and hard-earned SDG progress is 
threatened by the climate crisis, conflict, gloomy 
global economic outlook and lingering COVID-19 
effects. The Sustainable Development Goals Report 
2023: Special Edition sounds the alarm and urgently 
calls for redoubled efforts to get the Goals back on 
track.“

“Unless we act now, the 2030 Agenda will become an 
epitaph for a world that might have been.” 

António Guterres
Secretary-General, United Nations
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Global Sustainable Development Report (2023)

Call to action (entry points):

Push transformation by activating synergies in the six entry 
points

1. Human well-being and capabilities

2. Sustainable and just economies

3. Sustainable food systems and nutrition patterns

4. Energy decarbonization with universal access 

5. Urban and peri-urban development

6. Global environmental commons
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Levels of Reporting and Measuring

• UN Level

• Supranational Unions

• Countries

• Regions

• Cities

• NGOs

• Companies

• and other
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UN Level – Sustainability Report 2023
232 Indikators (not all are
reported on by each
country)

193 Countries – but 2022 
only 44 countries that
submitted the voluntary
national report
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Supranational Unions

• African Union

• European Union

• Association of Southeast Asian Nations

• South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 

• Pacific Alliance

• etc. 
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Countries
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(Sustainable Development Report 2023)

Spillover-effect Tunisia
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(Sustainable Development Report 2023)

19/03/2025

Spillover-effect Luxembourg
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Countries

(Sustainable Development Report 2023)
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Chiles rating in the indicators of SDG 17, 2023

(Sustainable Development Report 2023)
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Explore the spillover scores

URL: https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/map/spillovers



Cities/Regions
“At present, over half the world’s population lives 
in cities, and both the number of cities and urban 
populations are expected to continue to rise. 
While situations differ from city to city, most 
cities face an array of socio-economic problems 
such as unemployment, inequality, poor living 
environment and environmental problems such 
as air and water pollution. Meanwhile, it can be 
argued that with their economic power and 
diversity, cities are equipped with the potential to 
solve these problems. Actions by cities on 
sustainable development lead to solutions to 
global issues including climate change not only 
locally, but also to the achievement of 
international goals such as the SDGs.” 

(Institute for Global Environmental Strategy 2018)
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(Lagos Global 2023)
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Companies

• Reporting

• Advocacy

• Alignment with the goals

• Pushing technology
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NGOs

(Sustainbale Brands 2016)19/03/2025 34Finkenzeller / Yuldasheva / Rosales Richard/ Welp



PROBLEMS

• Voluntary Reporting 

• Divergent Indicators on different levels

• Divergent Measurements of Indicators

• Data Assessment Quality 

• Only Reporting  - no action included German Indicator-setGlobal Indicator-set

(Watch 2030 2023)

SDG Monitoring
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External monitoring by civil society

(Watch 2030 2023)
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Progress report 2024
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No. 1 

On average, only 16 percent of the SDG targets are on track to be met 
globally by 2030, with the remaining 84 percent showing limited 
progress or a reversal of progress
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No. 2 

The pace of SDG progress varies significantly across country groups. 
Nordic countries continue to lead on SDG achievement, with the BRICS 
countries making significant progress while poor and vulnerable 
nations lag far behind
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No. 3 

Sustainable development remains a long-term investment challenge. 
Reforming the global financial architecture is more urgent than ever
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No. 4 

Global challenges require global cooperation. Barbados ranks the 
highest in its commitment to UN-based multilateralism; the United 
States ranks last
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No. 5 

The SDG targets related to food and land systems are particularly off-
track. The SDR evaluates three possible pathways towards achieving 
sustainable food and land systems

Finkenzeller / Yuldasheva / Rosales Richard/ Welp



Let us have a look at country reports on food and 
land-use systems & national pathways

• URL: https://fableconsortium.org/publications/fable-pathways-for-
sustainable-food-and-land-use-systems/

Finkenzeller / Yuldasheva / Rosales Richard/ Welp



Hajer M, Nilsson M, Raworth K, Bakker P, Berkhout F, De Boer Y, Rockström J, Ludwig K, Kok M. (2015). Beyond Cockpit-ism: Four Insights to Enhance
the Transformative Potential of the Sustainable Development Goals. Sustainability. 7(2):1651-1660. https://doi.org/10.3390/su7021651

Independent Group of Scientists appointed by the Secretary-General, Global Sustainable Development Report 2023: Times of crisis, times of change: 
Science for accelerating transformations to sustainable development, (United Nations, New York, 2023). 

Reyers, B., & Selig, E.R. (2020). Global targets that reveal the social–ecological interdependencies of sustainable development. Nature Ecology & 
Evolution, 4, 1011 - 1019.

Sandrine Dixson-Declève, Owen Gaffney, Jayati Ghosh, Jorgen Randers, Johan Rockström, Per Espen Stoknes (2022) Earth for All: A Survival Guide for 
Humanity: A report to the Club of Rome (2022), Fifty years after the Limits to Growth (1972). (See Executive Summary)

Systems Change Lab (2020) Report: Safeguarding our Global Commons. https://globalcommonsalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Systems-
Change-Paper.pdf 

“The world without the SDGs would be a much darker place” - Interview with Paula Caballero and Patti Londoño. (2019, November 22)  German 
Council for Sustainable Development. https://www.nachhaltigkeitsrat.de/en/news/the-world-without-the-sdgs-would-be-a-much-darker-place/?cn-
reloaded=1

Vasseur, L., Horning, D., Thornbush, M., Cohen-Shacham, E., Andrade, A., Barrow, E., … Jones, M. (2017). Complex problems and unchallenged 
solutions: Bringing ecosystem governance to the forefront of the UN sustainable development goals. Ambio, 46(7), 731–742. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/S13280-017-0918-6

19/03/2025

References

44Finkenzeller / Yuldasheva / Rosales Richard/ Welp

https://doi.org/10.3390/su7021651
https://www.nachhaltigkeitsrat.de/en/news/the-world-without-the-sdgs-would-be-a-much-darker-place/?cn-reloaded=1
https://doi.org/10.1007/S13280-017-0918-6


Sustainable Development Report (2023). Online verfügbar unter https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/profiles/tunisia, zuletzt aktualisiert am 19.03.2024, zuletzt 
geprüft am 19.03.2024.
Publications | KnowSDGs (2024). Online verfügbar unter https://knowsdgs.jrc.ec.europa.eu/publications, zuletzt aktualisiert am 18.03.2024, zuletzt geprüft 
am 18.03.2024.
2030 Watch (2023): 2030 Watch. Hg. v. German NGO Forum on Environment and Development. Online verfügbar unter https://www.2030watch.de/, zuletzt 
aktualisiert am 19.03.2024, zuletzt geprüft am 19.03.2024.
African Union (2018): AU Commission Hosts the launch of the Africa SDG Index and Dashboards Report 2018. Addis Ababa. Online verfügbar unter 
https://au.int/sites/default/files/pressreleases/34460-pr-au_pr-_launch_of_the_africa_sdg_index-revised_by_sdgcafrica.pdf, zuletzt geprüft am 18.03.2024.
Anderson, Carl C.; Denich, Manfred; Warchold, Anne; Kropp, Jürgen P.; Pradhan, Prajal (2022): A systems model of SDG target influence on the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. In: Sustain Sci 17 (4), S. 1459–1472. DOI: 10.1007/s11625-021-01040-8.
Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (2018): Shimokawa Town the Sustainable Development Goals Report. －The Shimokawa Challenge: Connecting
people and nature with the future－. Hg. v. Institute for Global Environmental Strategie. Online verfügbar unter 
https://www.iges.or.jp/en/publication_documents/pub/policyreport/en/6571/Shimokawa_SDGsReport_EN_0713.pdf, zuletzt geprüft am 18.03.2024.
Nilashi, Mehrbakhsh; Keng Boon, Ooi; Tan, Garry; Lin, Binshan; Abumalloh, Rabab (2023): Issue 5.3, Summer 2023. In: Harvard Data Science Review 5 (3). 
DOI: 10.1162/99608f92.545db2cf.
Pradhan, Prajal; Costa, Luís; Rybski, Diego; Lucht, Wolfgang; Kropp, Jürgen P. (2017): A Systematic Study of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Interactions. 
In: Earth's Future 5 (11), S. 1169–1179. DOI: 10.1002/2017EF000632.
Sachs, Jeffrey D.; Lafortune, Guillaume; Fuller, Grayson; Drumm, Eamon (2023): Implementing the SDG Stimulus. Sustainable Development Report 2023. 
Online verfügbar unter https://s3.amazonaws.com/sustainabledevelopment.report/2023/sustainable-development-report-2023.pdf, zuletzt geprüft am 
18.03.2024.
Sustainable Brands (2016): The Bridge to Better Brands. Online verfügbar unter https://kampania17celow.pl/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/ngos-leading-
the-way-on-sdgs.pdf, zuletzt geprüft am 19.03.2024.
Sustainable Development Goals & Investment (2023): Lagos Global. Online verfügbar unter https://lagossdgandinvestment.com/about-us, zuletzt
aktualisiert am 19.03.2024, zuletzt geprüft am 19.03.2024.

19/03/2025

References

45Finkenzeller / Yuldasheva / Rosales Richard/ Welp


