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• HNEE structure

• Online lectures the whole of next week due to rail work

• Leiden University partnership and examination groups

• Definitions of land, land use, and land cover
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Recap of previous session



Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development ∙ Schicklerstraße 5 ∙ 16225 Eberswalde ∙ Germany Page 41

Finish reading
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Categories of land use

Collective

Residential, traditional, 
institutional, service-

provision, recreational, 
environmental

Productive

Commercial, industrial, 
agricultural

Individual / private

Private property and 
residence, financial

Source: UNHCR 2015
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Exercise: What category of land use?

WEF

Wind turbines
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Exercise: What category of land use?

Elliott Lake News
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Meaning and value of land 

What is the value of 
land to you? 
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Discuss shortly with your seatmate

What is the value of 
land to you? 
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Meaning and value of land (UNCCD 2017)

(1) Land as a bountiful asset

(2) The multi-dimensional character of land

(3) Land as private property

(4) Land as a public good

(5) Land as a sense of place
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(1) Land as a bountiful asset

Global scale

Mitigating climate 
change

Landscape scale

Regulating water 
supply

Local scale

Supporting food 
production
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• Recognize as pillars of sustainable land management:

1. Rights

2. Rewards

3. Responsibilities
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How to protect this bountiful asset of land? 4Rs
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(2) The multi-dimensional character of land

Integrative systems and 
participatory approaches

Linear, sectoral strategies
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Indicative perspectives on the meaning of land
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Indicative perspectives on the meaning of land (cont’d)
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Indicative perspectives on the meaning of land (cont’d)
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Indicative perspectives on the meaning of land (cont’d)
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Indicative perspectives on the meaning of land (cont’d)
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(3) Land as private property

Control of land

Government 
Private individuals

Corporations
Communities

Developed countries

Ownership clearly 
identified, mapped and 
protected by legal title 

& supported by 
institutions

Developing countries 

Shared rights to natural 
resources among users 

within local 
communities
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(4) Land as a public good

Landscapes are a 
mosaic of ecosystems 

and human 
communities are 
embedded within 

them.
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Example: Nigeria floodplains (Thomas 1996)

Rainy season: fisherfolk

Dry season: farmers

Post-harvest: livestock herders
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(5) Land as a sense of place

What connection to land 
do you feel? 
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(5) Land as a sense of place

Legal titling of land Community and 
customary entitlement

Simple sense of 
belonging
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a) Legal titling
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b) Community and customary entitlement

Customary entitlement

Invokes traditional rights 
to land and natural 

resources

Community

Usually associated with 
Indigenous communities; 
administered with their 

customs

Source: FAO 2002
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Ancestral domains
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ICCA - Indigenous Community Conserved Area

”territories of life”

“territories and areas 
conserved by indigenous 

peoples and local 
communities”

Source: ICCA Consortium 2022
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Three defining characteristics of ICCA

Close and deep 
connection between a 
territory or area and an 
indigenous people or 

local community.

Functioning 
governance 

institution through 
custodian people or 

community who makes 
and enforces decisions 

and rules 

Governance and 
management contribute 

to conservation of 
nature and 

community wellbeing

Source: ICCA Consortium 2022
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c) Simple sense of belonging

Christina Mittermeier

Being in direct contact with the land can lead to both mental and 
physical health benefits; it can also reinforce who and where we are, 
giving us a sense of self and place (UNCCD 2017)
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• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtiWqKLLPmA 
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Forest bathing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtiWqKLLPmA
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• Di Gregorio, A. & Jansen, L.J.M. (1998): "Land Cover Classification System 
(LCCS): Classification Concepts and User Manual” (Link)

• FAO (1976): “A Framework for Land Evaluation” (Link)

• FAO & UNEP (1999): “The Future of our Land” (Link)
• ICCA Consortium (2022): “Territories and Areas Conserved by Indigenous Peoples 

and Local Communities” (Link)

• Thomas, D.H.L. (1996): “Fisheries Tenure in an African Floodplain Village and the 
Implications for Management” Human Ecology 24 (3): 287-313 (Link)

• UNCCD (2017): “Global Land Outlook” (Link)

• UNHCR (2015): ”Land and Human Rights: Standards and Applications” (Link)

• Widiatmaka et al. (2016): “Remote Sensing and Land Suitability Analysis to 
Establish Local Specific Inputs for Paddy Fields in Subang, West Java” Procedia 
Environmental Sciences 33: 94-107. (Link)
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