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“The Man Who Stopped the Desert” 

https://youtu.be/rwNzrgoZiWI

https://youtu.be/rwNzrgoZiWI
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• A citizen of Burkina Faso

• Known as “the man who stopped the desert”

• Started in 1980 during a period of severe 
drought

• 40-hectare forest on formerly barren & 
abandoned land
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Yacouba Sawadogo (1946 – 2023)

Right Livelihood
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• Semi-arid

• Separating the Sahara Desert to the north and tropical savannas 
to the south

• One of the most youthful region: 64.5% of the population below 25 
years old

• Up to 80% of its people living on less than €1.84 a day
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Description of the Sahel (UN 2022)
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Comparing €1.84
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• Poverty is more 
widespread in the 
Sahel than in most 
other parts of Africa

• Frequently struck by 
drought and food 
insecurity

Challenges in the Sahel

Source: Biasutti 2018;
Harsch 2017
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• Projected to be one of the 
areas most severely affected 
by global climate change in 
the coming years

• Poor governance 

• Armed insurgency and 
terrorism
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Challenges in the Sahel

Source: Harsch 2017

A. Mimault / Reuters
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Burkina Faso’s military coup was the fourth in West Africa in 18 
months, following two in Mali and one in Guinea, after a period of 

democracy that had raised hopes the region could shed its 
reputation as the continent’s 'coup belt.’

- Reuters
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2022

https://www.france24.com/en/tag/burkina-faso/
https://www.france24.com/en/tag/coups/
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2023
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(2) Land systems exhibit complex behaviors 

Natural 
processes

Socioeconomic 
dynamics

Cultural 
dynamics Technologies

Governance 
systems

Source: Meyfroidt et al. 2022
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Scale mismatch between decisions & env’tal dynamics

Land sparing

sustainably intensified 
agriculture and wilderness

Land sharing

patchwork of low-intensity 
agriculture incorporating 
natural features such as 
ponds and hedgerows

Source: Acton 2014
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Source: Royal Society for Protection of Birds 2020
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Land sharing and land sparing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_contin
ue=1&v=vQa3ZLO9A_8&feature=emb_title

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=vQa3ZLO9A_8&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=vQa3ZLO9A_8&feature=emb_title
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(6) ¾ of earth’s ice-free land is used or managed

Source: Ritchie 2019
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Misconception

There is a misconception 
that there is abundant land 

available globally that is 
”unused” or “uncontested”

Source: Meyfroidt et al. 2022
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Multiple benefits of land

Transformed land

Narrow set of functions 
(intensive cropland provides 

food & income)

Crop or forestry 
production

Nature conservation 
potential & provision of 

ecosystem services

Source: Meyfroidt et al. 2022
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Ecosystem services

Benefits people obtain from 
ecosystems

Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005
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Ecosystem services

Source: Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 2005
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Protect half the land and sea

www.half-earthproject.org 

http://www.half-earthproject.org/
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Map of Life
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Conversion of land

What are examples of 
conversion of land?
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Definition of land degradation (IPCC 2019)

negative trend in land 
condition, caused by direct 
or indirect human-induced 

processes including 
anthropogenic climate 

change, expressed as long-
term reduction or loss of at 
least one of the following: 
biological productivity, 
ecological integrity, or 

value to humans.
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Definition of soil degradation (IPCC 2019)

Soil degradation refers to a 
subset of land degradation 

processes that directly affect 
soil.
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(10) Multiple ideas of social & env’tal justice

Private governance 
systems

Globalized supply 
chains

Nation state as arbiter 
of justice is challenged

Source: Meyfroidt et al. 2022
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Nation-state as arbiter of justice?

Source: Forbes 2025
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Lowest country nominal GDP is $40M (€36M)

Source: Worldometer 2022
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(1) Recognition justice

(2) Procedural justice

(3) Distributive justice

(4) Intergenerational justice
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(1) Recognition justice

Source: Native Governance Center 2019
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Land ownership or designation
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(2) Procedural justice

Decision-making about 
land

Who decides?
How?

On what terms & interests?

Source: Meyfroidt et al. 2022
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(3) Distributive justice

Distribution of goods and 
harms

Land ownership

Access or rights to natural 
resources
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Land grabbing
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• Recognize as pillars of sustainable land management:

1. Rights

2. Rewards

3. Responsibilities
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How to protect the bountiful asset of land? 4Rs
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(4) Intergenerational justice

Irreversible impacts on 
land

Occurring over multiple time 
scales
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https://fridaysforfuture.org/
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Remember that gender is not just about “women” and “men” but 
rather it is a spectrum

Page 65

How about the role of gender in land use?
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https://www.spreaker.com/user/15981317/landup-episode-2?
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Listening time

https://www.spreaker.com/user/15981317/landup-episode-2?utm_campaign=episode-title&utm_medium=app&utm_source=widge


Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development ∙ Schicklerstraße 5 ∙ 16225 Eberswalde ∙ Germany

• Women are responsible for between 60 and 80 percent of food 
production in developing countries

• Yet they rarely own the land they are working on, have tenure 
security or control over the land.

• Often have limited decision making power and control over how to 
use the land or its outputs
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Challenges for women’s access to land



Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development ∙ Schicklerstraße 5 ∙ 16225 Eberswalde ∙ Germany

What obstacles to land ownership were discussed in the three 
different countries?

What kind of justice do the cases discussed need?

For your examination work: Do you foresee any of these gender 
challenges in your MAB regional network? 

Page 69

Group work


